The worsening Medicaid fiscal crisis. Implications for hospitals.
Medicaid, the nation's health care safety net, has come under increasing pressure as most state governments face a fiscal crisis. Cutbacks in funding that decrease already inadequate reimbursement, the tightening of eligibility, and a reduction of benefits will lead to an increase in the under- and uninsured, further straining the ability of hospitals to remain solvent and provide care to this vulnerable population. The federal government must increase funding to the Medicaid program and the Medicaid hospital disproportionate share while state governments must continue a level of funding that will not cause a loss of federal matching funds. Both state and federal governments must be held accountable for providing the necessary financial support to providers through the Medicaid program so that they can continue to serve their nearly 51 million poor, disabled, and elderly patients.